
Subtraction Word Problems

Read each problem and write a subtraction number

sentence.
Name: Date:

A ribbon is 12 cm long. 5 cm is cut off. How

long is the ribbon now?

Number sentence:

Answer:

cm

1

There are 11 birds on a tree. 1 fly away.

How many birds are left?

Number sentence:

Answer:

birds

2

A bus has 16 seats. 10 seats are taken. How

many seats are empty?

Number sentence:

Answer:

seats

3

Lucas has 14 stickers. Mei has 2 stickers.

How many more stickers does Lucas have?

Number sentence:

Answer:

stickers

4

Omar had 10 beads and gave 1 to a friend.

How many beads does Omar have left?

Number sentence:

Answer:

beads

5

Leo needs 19 points to win a prize and has 2

points so far. How many more points are

needed?

Number sentence:

Answer:

points

6

A box holds 8 pencils. 6 are red and the rest

are blue. How many pencils are blue?

Number sentence:

Answer:

pencils

7

A tower is 19 blocks tall and a second

tower is 5 blocks tall. How much taller is

the first tower?

Number sentence:

Answer:

blocks

8
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